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EOITCRIAL

Fr. Prashanth Wilson Fernandes

Dear Parishioners,

As the festive season envelops us with its warmth and joy, we at St. Anthony’s Friary

Church, Bangalore, come together to celebrate the birth of our Saviour, Jesus Christ,

and welcome the New Year 2025 with hearts full of hope and gratitude.

Christmas is not just a date on the calendar; it is a season of love, peace, and

compassion — the core values that Jesus brought into the world. It is a time to reflect

on how we can allow Jesus to be born anew, not just in our homes but in our hearts

and families.

This year, as a parish family, we have joyfully come together to spread the spirit of

Christmas. The singing of carols in our Small Christian Communities has not only

filled our neighbourhoods with melodious hymns but also strengthened our bonds of

unity and fellowship. The pre-Christmas celebrations in various wards have been a

testament to the joy of sharing and building relationships, reminding us that Christ

is born in our hearts when we come together as one family in faith.

As we exchanged cakes and sweets, we didn’t just share treats; we shared smiles,

joy, and love. Through our collective efforts to reach out to the poor and needy, we

demonstrated our concern for those on the margins of society, living out the true

essence of Christ’s compassion. These simple, yet profound acts of kindness, are

seeds of hope, that make Jesus' love tangible among us.

As we step into the New Year 2025, let us resolve to carry forward the joy, peace, and

love of Christmas into every aspect of our daily lives. Let us make our homes,

workplaces, and neighbourhoods places where Christ’s compassion is experienced

and shared. May this new year be a time of renewal and blessings, where Jesus

continues to dwell among us and within us.

I extend my heartfelt gratitude to all of you for your participation, cooperation, and

dedication in making this season so meaningful. May the love and peace of Christ

guide and sustain you in the year ahead.

Wishing you and your families a Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year 2025!




SAINT NICHCLAS, BISHGP

St. Nicholas also known as Nicholas of Bari, was a fourth century bishop in Myra,
Asia Minor, modern day Turkey. He was born into a devout Christian family. His
parents died when he was young due to an epidemic, leaving him an orphan and
heir to his family wealth. He was reminded of Jesus words to the rich man “sell what
you have and give it to the poor” Nicholas did exactly that, he sold his inheritance
and distributed it to the poor. Some traditions also suggest that his uncle, the
Bishop of Myra, recognized his piety and ordained him as a priest, setting him on

the path to eventually becoming the Bishop of Myra himself.

One popular legend is that among the recipients of his wealth were three girls whose
father could not afford dowries for them to be married. Their future options were
grim and included the possibility of their resorting to prostitution to survive. When
Nicholas found about this sad situation, he threw a bag of gold through the window
of their house that the father used as a dowry for his first daughter. Nicholas did this
second time and the father stayed awake all night and waited for a third bag and
when Nicholas threw the third bag through the window, the father ran out and
thanked him. Nicholas asked him not to tell anyone. His legendary habit of secret
gift-giving gave rise to the folklore of Santa Claus (Saint Nick) from the Dutch

Sinterklaas.

He is also known as Wonderworker and patron saint of Sailors, merchants, children,

repentant thieves, unmarried people and toymakers. He was very devout man who

prayed unceasingly and gave his life in serving others and helping them in difficult

situations.




ADDA GROUP - PRE-CHRISTMAS CELEBRATICN

On December 8, 2024, the ABBA Community organized a vibrant and joyous
Pre-Christmas celebration at St. Anthony Church, IIPR Hall, Bangalore. The
celebration commenced with the Sacrament of Confession, followed by a reverent
Holy Mass. The main celebrants were Fr. Shameer, Fr. Basil, Fr. Avinash, Fr.
Silvester, FR. Anil, Fr. Xavier Durairaj (Provincial), Fr. Naveen. The event was a
resounding success, drawing 250-300 participants from various regions to share in a

day filled with spiritual renewal, festive cheer, and community bonding.

The festive atmosphere soon came alive with melodious Christmas carols and
captivating dance performances and cultural programme, including the traditional
Sailo dance, which was a highlight of the day. Other engaging activities included a
lively Christmas quiz and a delicious lunch that enhanced the joy and camaraderie

among attendees.

We extend our sincere gratitude to Father Prashant, the parish priest, for his support
and generosity. Despite his busy schedule, he participated in the event and delivered
an inspiring speech that perfectly captured the spirit of the season. His presence and
willingness to share in the celebration brought warmth and unity to the community.
The event beautifully reflected faith, fellowship, and the festive spirit of Christmas,

leaving all participants with cherished memories of a meaningful and joyous day.




EAST of ST. fRANCIS XAVIER:
A PILGRIMAGE _Gf fAITH ANO INSPIRATIGN

This year, the feast of St. Francis Xavier was marked with a special significance with

the exposition of the incorrupt body of the Saint in Goa. This rare and spiritually

profound event, held once every ten years, drew thousands of pilgrims from across

the world, and several of our parishioners from St. Anthony's Friary Church were

privileged to be part of this grace-filled pilgrimage.

The pilgrimage offered a time of deep spiritual renewal and reflection as our
parishioners venerated the sacred relics of St. Francis Xavier, participated in
Eucharistic celebrations, and joined the faithful in prayers and devotions. It was a
beautiful reminder of the universal nature of the Church and the power of faith to

unite us as one family in Christ.

St. Francis Xavier, the patron saint of missions, remains a powerful inspiration for us
all. His life was a testament to unwavering faith, boundless love for Christ, and
tireless efforts to bring the Gospel to the farthest corners of the world. His zeal,
courage, and selflessness remind us of our own calling to share God’s love in our

families, parishes, and communities.

As we reflect on the life of St. Francis Xavier, let us take his example to heart. Let us
strive to live our faith with authenticity, to respond to God’s call in our lives, and to
be witnesses of His love and compassion. May St. Francis Xavier intercede for us
and for the Church, inspiring us to follow Christ more closely and to reach out to

those in need of His light and grace.

St. Francis Xavier, pray for us!




fEAST Gf THE_WWWAC

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, celebrated on December 9th, is a
beautiful reminder of God’s divine plan of salvation. It is the day we honour our

Blessed Mother, Mary, who was conceived without original sin, in preparation for
her role as the Mother of God.

At St. Anthony’s Friary Church, we celebrated this feast with great devotion. The

special Eucharistic celebration was attended by many faithful, who came together to
honour Mary, our model of purity, humility, and obedience to God’s will. In the
homily, the importance of Mary’s "yes" to God and her role in the plan of salvation
was beautifully reflected upon, encouraging us to say "yes'" to God’s will in our own

lives.

As we celebrated this feast during the Advent season, we were reminded of Mary’s
role in bringing Christ into the world and were inspired to prepare our hearts to
welcome Him this Christmas. Let us seek the intercession of our Immaculate
Mother, that we may live lives pleasing to God and reflect His love and grace to the

world.

May the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary lead us to a deeper

relationship with her Son, Jesus, and fill our hearts with peace and joy.




CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIGNS
KORAMANGALA 6TH BLOCK:

The Koramangala 6th Block Ward celebrated Christmas in a truly meaningful

and heartwarming manner. The celebrations were spread over two days, the

19th and 20th of December 2024, bringing the community together in the true

spirit of Christmas.

The festivities began with a special Christmas gathering organized for our

silent soldiers — the domestic helpers who serve us tirelessly. This thoughtful

and joyful event was beautifully coordinated by Mrs. Eliza Pereira and other

dedicated ward members. It was a touching sight to see the smiling faces of

our domestic helpers, as they experienced the cheer and love of the season.

The following day, the ward gathered in full strength for the main Christmas

celebration. The evening commenced with a traditional Christmas procession,

symbolizing the prayerful anticipation of the Savior’s birth. This was followed

by a time of prayers led by Rev. Fr. Prashanth Fernandes, which infused the

gathering with spiritual depth and devotion.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all the ward members who wholeheartedly

supported and contributed to the success of this celebration. Their generosity

and teamwork ensured that the true message of Christmas—Ilove, joy, and

unity—was experienced by everyone.

May the light of Christ continue to shine brightly in our lives and in the lives of

all those we touch. Let us continue to spread this light and build a community

filled with hope, peace, and love.




A Heartwarming

Christmas Celebration
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The Small Christian Community (SCC) of 6th Block, Koramangala, organized a memorable

Christmas celebration to honor the dedicated maid servants of 6th block catholic families who play an
invaluable role in building and maintaining their homes. The event, held at Dr. Eliza Pereira’s Visiting
Angels-a senior citizen daycare center, was adorned with festive decorations, twinkling lights, and a
nativity scene, radiating the warmth and joy of the season.

The celebration began with a prayer, followed by a melodious choir of Christmas carols by SCC
members. These songs conveyed gratitude and appreciation for the hard work and sacrifices of the
maid servants.

The organizers arranged games and activities to engage the participants, creating an atmosphere of
fun and laughter. Winners received prizes, further spreading cheer. Christmas message was given
parish priest Fr. Prashanth which added to the spirit of Christmas. Heartfelt messages were shared by
SCC members, acknowledging the contributions of maid servants in making homes warm and
welcoming. A ramp walk was initiated to the maids to empower and bring confidence in them. Useful
gifts, including practical items and festive treats, were distributed to each guest, adding a special
touch to the evening. {

A delicious High tea was served, allowing everyone to come together and share in the festive spirit.
The event concluded with a special blessing by the parish priest, who commended the SCC group
for their thoughtful initiative.

This celebration was a true reflection of the Christmas spirit—spreading love, kindness, and joy. It
brought the community closer and served-as a reminder of the importance of gratitude and giving

back to those who selflessly support us every day.




“A home filled with warmth is created every day through the hard work of maid servants, and

this Christmas, the same warmth is wished for their hearts”




ST ALPHONSA WARD, MARUTHINAGAR 2:

St. Alphonsa Ward, Maruthinagar 2, joyfully celebrated the Christmas season

with carol singing on the 18th, 19th, and 20th of December 2024, starting at

6:30 PM each evening. The carollers visited families in the ward, spreading the

cheer and joy of Christmas to all.

A group of 25-30 enthusiastic ward members, accompanied by the sisters from

SCN Niketan Convent and Holy Cross Convent, joined the carol singing.

Adding to the festive spirit, a few brothers from the Friary participated on the

first day.

With Santa Claus leading the way, the group sang carols in the languages
spoken by each family, offering a personal touch to the visits. A short prayer

was said at each home, concluding with heartfelt Christmas greetings. Many

members, including children, joined in along the way, adding to the joyous

atmosphere.

The initiative was warmly received and appreciated by all, creating a

memorable and spiritually uplifting experience for the community.




VENKATAPURA WARD:

“Joy to the world, the Lord has come!” These jubilant words marked the

beginning of this year’s carol singing at Venkatapura, Small Christian

Community (SCC). It was a heartwarming sight to witness the carolling group,

which included 11 enthusiastic children aged 5 to 15, alongside our elders,

coming together in the true spirit of Christmas.

The children, with their sweet voices, brought out the innocence and joy of
Baby Jesus. They not only sang but also read passages from the Gospel of
Luke 1:26-36 and danced to carols at each of the 40+ homes visited over four

days. The joy of seeing more members join in each day felt like experiencing

the miraculous and contagious fellowship that Jesus brings with His birth.

Every household warmly welcomed the carollers, opening their hearts and

homes with an abundance of delicious Christmas goodies that kept the group

energized for hours.

The celebrations culminated in a delightful get-together for our Enterprising
Carollers, thoughtfully organized by our Parish Council Member, Mrs. Aida
D’Cunha.

The true miracle of Christmas was evident in the way the Holy Spirit led and

guided the carollers at every home, bringing our neighbourhood to life. This

experience has undoubtedly deepened our faith and left us eager to continue

nurturing fellowship through SCC meetings in the New Year 2025.




S. T. BED WARD CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

The S.T. Bed Ward celebrated Christmas with great joy and enthusiasm. The

evening began with an SCC meeting, where the members came together to
reflect on the spirit of the season and engage in meaningful discussions. This
was followed by cheerful Christmas carols that filled the atmosphere with

festive energy.

The highlight of the celebration was the delicious spread of food items,
offering a wide variety of choices that everyone enjoyed. It was a time of true
fellowship and togetherness, as the ward members bonded over food, laughter,

and joyous conversations.

The evening was filled with fun, laughter, and the excitement of welcoming
the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. It was a beautiful way to prepare for and

celebrate the season of hope, peace, and love.

We thank all the members of the S.T. Bed Ward for their wholehearted
participation and efforts in making this celebration so memorable. May the joy

and blessings of Christmas remain with us throughout the year!



PRE-CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION AND
CAROLING FESTIVITIES IN 8TH BLOCK
KORAMANGALA

On December 15th, the members of 8th Block Koramangala gathered at the
Redemptorist Convent for a pre-Christmas celebration. The event began at
12:00 pm with a lively rosary recitation, led by Br. Dhilip. The gathering then

moved into a reflective space as Br. Allwin read from Luke’s gospel (1:39-45).

Following this, St. Sophia shared her insights on the passage, simplifying the
message and emphasizing the importance of both internal and external
preparations for a meaningful Christmas. She also highlighted the significance
of celebrating the season in a way that children could understand and
appreciate. After a group photo, the gathering concluded with a shared meal
and expressions of gratitude by 2:00 pm.

On December 17th and 18th, the ward members, along with six brothers from

the Friary, went caroling to celebrate Christ’s birth. The joyful singing, the

festive presence of Santa Claus, and Christmas snacks created a festive

atmosphere, spreading the message of Jesus being born in everyone's heart.




‘G CGME LET US AOCRE

Advent is a season of preparation and anticipation as we await the birth of our
Saviour, Lord Jesus Christ, and His Second Coming. On 7th December 2024,
the members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SSVP) of St. Anthony's
Friary Church, Bangalore, created a joyful and heartwarming Christmas
celebration with their adopted families, ushering in the festive spirit of love

and sharing.

The event began with a warm welcome in English, Kannada, and Tamil by
Ms. Deborah, Ms. Nola, and Mr. Ambrose Thambiraj, respectively. The Parish
Priest, Rev. Fr. Prashanth Fernandes, blessed the gathering and delivered a
meaningful Christmas message. He emphasized that we are all equal in the
eyes of our loving Lord and reminded everyone of the importance of carrying
God in our hearts while celebrating His arrival. He also expressed gratitude for

the dedicated service of the SSVP membets.

Rev. Fr. Jamesmon, Assistant Parish Priest, invoked God's blessings upon all
present. Cake and juice were served to the guests, setting a cheerful tone for
the day. Santa Claus (played by Mr. Wilfred) made a grand entrance and joined

the guests in a lively Christmas dance, spreading joy and laughter.

The day was filled with engaging activities and celebrations. The SSVP
members organized games for the adopted families, and prizes were
distributed to the winners. Christmas carols by Mr. Ambrose George and
hymns sung by Ms. Regina and Ms. Chandramma added a spiritual touch to

the festivities.

The beautifully decorated hall, complete with a Crib, balloons, and a
Christmas tree, created a festive atmosphere. Rev. Bro. Anthony offered a
prayer of grace before the sumptuous lunch, which was shared by all—priests,

church staff, SSVP members, and adopted families.



The event concluded with a vote of thanks by the President of SSVP, Ms.
Navita, followed by the distribution of thoughtful gifts to the adopted families.
Ms. Prescilla, a representative of the adopted families, expressed heartfelt
gratitude on their behalf.

The celebration was made possible by the generous contributions of
benefactors, including Ms. Joy Eapen, Mr. Richard Pinto and family, Rev. Sr.
Linda, and all auxiliary members. The dedicated efforts of Mr. Manoj in
arranging the sound system and the caterers' service were also acknowledged

with gratitude.

The day exemplified the true spirit of Christmas—Ilove, joy, and unity. Merry

Christmas to all!




CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIGN WATH THE_SCCIETY
of ST VINCENT OE_PAUL ANO TUITIGN
CHILOREN

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVP) hosted a delightful Christmas

program with their tuition children, creating an atmosphere filled with joy and

celebration.

The children showcased their talents through lively songs and dances,
spreading festive cheer to everyone in attendance. They also sang traditional
carols, bringing the true spirit of Christmas to life. Adding a playful touch to
the event, the children organized games for the SVP members, fostering a

sense of camaraderie and togetherness.

The program brought families and community members together to enjoy the
vibrant performances and share in the festive spirit. After the joyous activities,
everyone was treated to delicious snacks, which enhanced the warm and

welcoming atmosphere.

To make the celebration even more special, each child received a thoughtful

gift, filling their hearts with happiness and excitement.

The event was a heartwarming reminder of the joy of giving and the
importance of community spirit, making it a memorable and meaningful

Christmas celebration for all involved.




INVESTITURE_CEREMGNY Gf THE_ALTAR
SERVERD - 20624
On December 8, 2024, the Altar Servers of St. Anthony’s Friary Church,

renewed their commitment to serve at various liturgical services within the

INV

Parish. Thirty-four dedicated Altar Servers reaffirmed their vows in the hands
of Parish Priest Rev. Fr. Prashanth Fernandes, pledging to serve with

unwavering dedication, discipline, and devotion.
g ’ ’

This solemn occasion was witnessed by the entire parish community, who
gathered to support and pray for the renewed commitment of these young
servants. The congregation offered their prayers during the solemn Eucharistic
celebration, seeking blessings for the Altar Servers as they continue their vital

role in the Parish’s liturgical life.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all the Altar Servers for their continued
service and to the parishioners for their unwavering support and prayers. May

their dedication inspire others to contribute to our vibrant faith community.
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St. Anthony's Day was celebrated with great spiritual fervour and joy on
Friday, December 13th, at St. Anthony's Friary Church. The day commenced

with a solemn Mass celebrated by Rev. Fr. Prashanth Fernandes, which saw a

remarkable turnout of the faithful. The Eucharistic celebration was a moment

of grace and devotion as the congregation came together to honour St.

Anthony, our beloved patron saint.

Following the Mass, the festivities continued with a Rosary procession within

the church campus, where the image of St. Anthony was reverently carried.

The faithful joined in prayer and song, filling the air with a deeply spiritual

and reverential atmosphere. This public expression of faith was a beautiful

testament to the devotion and unity of the parish community.

The procession concluded with Benediction in the church, led by Rev. Fr.

Eugene. During this moving time of adoration, the congregation was invited

to reflect on God’s blessings and the intercession of St. Anthony.

The celebration culminated with a fellowship meal, bringing the parish

community together in a spirit of joy and camaraderie. The Parish Priest

expressed heartfelt gratitude to all the donors and volunteers who generously

contributed their time, efforts, and resources to make this celebration a

resounding success. Their dedication and commitment played a pivotal role in

organizing a meaningful and memorable feast day.

May the blessings of St. Anthony continue to inspire and guide our parish

community in faith and love.



AMIL AOVENT RETREAT - A NGTE_Gf
GRATITUOE
The Tamil Advent Retreat was held on December 14, 2024, from 7:00 PM to
10:00 PM. On behalf of the Tamil-speaking community, we, the Assisi Malar
team, extend our heartfelt gratitude to Rev. Fr. Prashanth, our Parish Priest,

for his invaluable support in organizing this retreat by inviting the IHS

Ministries Team.

We are deeply thankful to Rev. Fr. Simon and Rev. Fr. Peter Saleth Nathan for
conducting the retreat, which provided us with a profound spiritual experience

as we prepared our hearts for the birth of our Lord.

A special word of thanks to all the parishioners who attended and contributed
to making this retreat a resounding success. Your active participation added

immense joy and spiritual enrichment to the event.

May the blessings of our Lord continue to guide and strengthen our

community as we journey together in faith.




__ OROTHERS,
THAT YGU 06 UNTG

Ration distribution to the needy families, at St. Anthony’s Friary Church

On Wednesday, December 18th, a heartfelt act of charity unfolded at the Bread

Centre of St. Anthony’s Friary Church, where 300 underprivileged families

from the parish received ration kits. This initiative, carried out during the

Christmas season, beautifully embodied the spirit of sharing and compassion

that Christ calls us to embrace.

The distribution, valued at approximately ¥3 lakhs, was made possible

through the immense generosity of our donors. Their willingness to share their

blessings ensured that this initiative could touch the lives of many families,

bringing hope and comfort during this festive time.

The Parish Priest expressed his profound gratitude to all the donors,

volunteers, and well-wishers who came forward to make this event a success.

He particularly acknowledged the dedication and hard work of the volunteers,

whose efforts ensured the smooth and organized distribution of the Kkits,

reflecting the love and service of Christ.

This event was more than an act of giving; it was a testament to the strength,

unity, and compassion of our parish community. Together, we demonstrated

our mission to be instruments of God’s love and mercy in the world.

May this noble act inspire all of us to continue spreading joy, love, and care to

our brothers and sisters in need, not just during Christmas but throughout the

year.
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CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIGN WATH PARISH STA(!

The parish staff of St. Anthony’s Friary Church gathered for a heartwarming
Christmas celebration on Wednesday, 18th December. This joyful event
brought together the entire team in a family-like atmosphere to share the
festive spirit and celebrate the birth of Christ.

The Parish Priest expressed heartfelt gratitude to the staff, acknowledging the
vital role each member plays in the parish's functioning. He highlighted the
importance of teamwork and how, as one family, they collectively serve the
Church and its mission. The celebration was a gesture of appreciation for the

staff’s dedication and contributions throughout the year.

Fr. Arockiaswamy delivered a meaningful Christmas message, reflecting on
the themes of love, joy, and hope that Christ brings into our lives. His words
served as a reminder for everyone to continue embodying Christ’s love in their

roles.

The festive cheer was amplified as everyone joined in singing carols, creating a
melodious and joyful ambiance. The celebration concluded with the
distribution of cakes, symbolizing the sweetness of the season and the unity of

the parish team.

This memorable gathering was a beautiful reminder of the joy of sharing, the
strength in unity, and the true essence of Christmas. May the love and peace of

Christ inspire and guide all in their service to God and the Church.



CONFESSIGNS IN PREPARATIGN fCR CHRISTMAS

As part of the spiritual preparation for the joyous feast of Christmas,

confessions were held at St. Anthony’s Friary Church on the evenings of 18th,
19th, and 20th December. These three days of confessions offered the faithful
an opportunity to reconcile with God and prepare their hearts for the
celebration of the birth of Christ.

Confession is a sacred encounter with God’s mercy, a moment to acknowledge

our shortcomings, seek forgiveness, and renew our commitment to live in

Christ’s love. It was heartening to see a good number of parishioners come
forward to make a good confession, demonstrating their openness to God’s

grace and their desire to prepare spiritually for Christmas.

The Parish Priest expressed his deep gratitude to the priests who generously
gave their time and made themselves available to hear confessions over the
three days. Their dedication and pastoral care ensured that all who sought the
sacrament were attended to, making the preparation for Christmas even more

meaningful for our community.

May this experience of God’s mercy continue to inspire us to live in His grace
and spread His love to those around us. Let us carry the peace of Christ born
in our hearts into the world, living as witnesses of His compassion and

forgiveness.




fEROINANOS

CAKE_SALE_

“Christmas is the spirit of giving without a thought of

getting.”

This year, Ferdinands youth group of our church truly lived out that spirit in

the most beautiful way.

We are incredibly proud to share that our recent fundraiser was a huge

success, thanks to the generosity and support of our parishioners. We

Ferdinands organized a sale of homemade treats, including cakes, rose

cookies, ravva laddu, and kalkal, all made with love and kind. The goal of this

fundraiser was to raise much-needed funds for dialysis patients in our

community — those who are facing serious health challenges and require

ongoing treatment.

The outpouring of support from everyone was heartwarming. Many people

purchased the delicious treats not just to enjoy them but because they

understood the greater purpose behind it — helping our neighbors who are in

need. Each purchase made a real difference, and together, we showed the true

meaning of Christmas: giving with a generous heart.

I want to extend a heartfelt thank you to all those who supported us, whether

by buying treats, donating, or spreading the word. Your kindness helped make

this fundraiser a success, and your contribution will go a long way in

supporting those who need dialysis.

This fundraiser was a wonderful reminder of what Christmas is all about —

sharing, caring, and coming together as a community to support one another.

Let’s continue this spirit of generosity throughout the year, not just during the

holiday season
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{ERDINANOS

CHRISTGS 262t

Christos 2024: A Resounding Success at St. Anthony’s Friary Church

The much-awaited Christos 2024 Christmas competition at St. Anthony’s

Friary Church was a grand success, bringing together our vibrant

community in a celebration of creativity, faith, and love. The theme,

“Emmanuel — The Prince of Peace,” was beautifully represented by all

the participants, showcasing their talents and dedication.

The event kicked off with a heartfelt inauguration, followed by exciting

competitions in Crib Making, Greeting Card Making, Star Making, and

Christmas Tree Making. The spirit of Christmas filled the air as children,

youth, and families worked together to bring the message of peace and

joy to life.

We are deeply grateful to our Parish Priest, Father Prashant, and the

Assistant Parish Priests, Father Jamesmon, Father Arokia swamy and

Father Eugene, for their constant support and prayers. A special thank

you goes to our esteemed judges, Fr. Emmanuel OFM, Sr. Prasanna, and

Ms. Preeti for their time and thoughtful evaluation of the participants’

creations.

The event was a true reflection of teamwork, and a special mention must

be made of Joy Francis the President of the Ferdinands Youth Group,

whose vision and leadership made this event possible and also to our

wonderful MCs of the day Prakash and Sharon for keeping the event

lively and engaging.

Winners were recognized and awarded during the Christmas Eve Mass

where their hard work and creativity were celebrated by the entire

community. Every participant received a certificate as a token of

appreciation for their contribution.




fEROINANOS

CHRISTGS 262t

Our heartfelt thanks to everyone who made Christos 2024 a memorable

occasion. We wish everyone a blessed Christmas, filled with peace, joy,
and God's love!
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fEROINANDS

A _SPECIAL MCMENT IN THE _NGVENA:
PGRTRAYING JGHN THE BAPTIST

This year, Ferdinands had the incredible opportunity to be part of the

e

Eighth Day of the Novena to Christmas, where we presented the birth
narrative of John the Baptist. A special thanks to the REDEMPTORIST
MEDIA CENTER (RMC), a unit of the HOLY REDEEMER
FOUNDATION, under the Redemptorists of the Province of Bangalore,
India, for giving us the chance to share the joy of Jesus’ birth. We were
able to bring this beautiful story to life as part of our preparation for

Christ’s coming.

We were honored to enact the birth story of John the Baptist, which
connects so deeply to the birth of Jesus. It was a truly moving experience.
Special thanks to Royanna, the baby of Richard and Roshini, for
portraying the infant John—her presence added so much to the moment.

This event reminded us all to prepare the way for the Lord, just as John
did. We are deeply grateful to everyone who made this memorable day
possible , especially our parish priest for his continuous support in this

endeavor.




| ~ fEROINANDS
CHURCH INTERIGR OECGRATIGN

A Journey of Devotion and Creativity: Christmas Decoration 2024 by
the Ferdinands

The festive season of Christmas has always been a time of joy,

warmth, and community. For us, the Ferdinands, it is also a time to

express our creativity and devotion through the art of decoration.

Since our group’s founding in 2018, we have been committed to

transforming spaces into reflections of the festive spirit. After our

first Christmas decoration in 2018, six years later, in 2024, we were

once again given the honor and responsibility of decorating the

church interior—a task that came with high expectations and the

opportunity to showcase our collective talent.

In the first week of December, during the Parish Council meeting,

we received the exciting news that we had been chosen to handle the

church’s interior decorations. It was a huge responsibility, and with

limited time at our disposal, we knew we had to work efficiently.

Collaborating closely with the core committee and with the Parish

priest’s approval of our blueprint, we quickly moved from planning

to execution, determined to deliver a decoration that would reflect

both the festive cheer and the sanctity of the occasion.

This year’s decorations brought together tradition and innovation.

For the main church, we used an array of lights and vintage

Christmas lamps to create a warm and inviting ambiance. In the side

church, we crafted handmade wreaths using red cloth and bells,

which immediately captured everyone’s admiration. The two grand

pillars inside the church were draped in rich wine-colored fabric and

adorned with delicate snowflake hangings, adding a touch of

elegance and seasonal charm.



| ~ fEROINANDS
CHURCH INTERIGR OECGRATIGN

Our vision for the central wing of the church was to symbolize the

birth of Christ. A radiant star was placed in the middle, representing

the shooting star that heralded His birth. This centerpiece served as

a guiding light and focal point, filling the space with hope and joy.

On the main side wing, we created an intricate creeper branch

design with a beautiful wreath at its center, symbolizing unity and

eternal life.

The altar, a sacred and significant part of the church, was given

special attention. We incorporated vibrant shades of red and green to

enhance its grandeur. Handmade Christmas trees were placed on

either side, and luxurious gold drapes adorned the walls, creating an

elegant and festive backdrop. This transformation of the altar was

one of the highlights of our efforts, as it perfectly embodied the spirit

of Christmas while maintaining the reverence of the holy space.

Throughout the process, the Ferdinands boys worked tirelessly,
dedicating themselves to the project day and night. Their hard work

and commitment were complemented by the girls, who handled the

crucial behind-the-scenes preparations with precision and care. It

was this teamwork and shared dedication that made it possible to

achieve a grand and memorable result.

As we look back on this year’s decorations, we feel a deep sense of

pride and fulfillment. The blend of creativity, devotion, and

teamwork resulted in one of the most beautiful Christmas

decorations ever seen in our church. It was not just about beautifying

the space but about creating an environment that resonated with the

joy and reverence of the season.
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For us, the Ferdinands, this journey has always been about more
than just decoration. It is a way to give back to our faith and
community, and to contribute to the celebration of a season that
brings people together. This year’s success has only strengthened

our commitment to this mission, and we eagerly look forward to

continuing this tradition in the years to come.
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What IS tHe
JubilLee?

“The Bible describes the Jubilee as a
time to re-establish harmony with God,
others, and creation.”

[he First Jubilee Year
(1300)

“In 1300,

Pope Boniface VIII
called the first Holy Year,
a time of pilgrimage and
transformation.”

“In ancient times,

the Jubilee year was
proclaimed with the

sound of the yobel,

the ram's horn,

marking a time of
forgiveness and renewal.”

“Jesus embraced
the Jubilee’s spirit,
proclaiming liberation
and healing through
his mission.”

Madern
Jubilee
Practices

“Today, Jubilee
Years are marked

with traditions like
?ii C& the Holy Door
and the

granting of
plenary
indulgences,

inviting all

to renewal.”




CHRISTMAS DAY EVANGELIZATIGN_

‘Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and

everywhere, Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ

is born.” This beloved Christmas carol came to life
through the efforts of the Divine Spark members on
Christmas Day, December 25, 2024.

During the Advent season, these dedicated

members reached out to 36 families, including

those grieving, dealing with illness, or facing
financial hardships, bringing them the joy of
Christmas carols. They shared scripture and

offered prayers, spreading happiness and good
news. On the final day, after singing ‘Gloria in
Excelsis Deo,” one of the leaders posed a thought-
provoking question: “How can we share this angelic
message with our friends of other faiths who may not
know about Jesus Christ?” This question inspired a
desire in the Divine Spark team to take action,
especially on Christmas Day, the perfect occasion

to discuss the birth and purpose of Jesus.

-BY OIVINE_SPARK




The help desk team warmly engaged with visitors,
answering questions about Jesus and sharing
scripture promises in Kannada, Tamil, Telugu, Hindi,
and English. Some individuals shared their prayer
intentions, while many expressed a keen interest in
learning more about Jesus. Throughout

the event, members of Divine Spark joyfully sang
Christmas carols, encouraging everyone to join in
the festivities.

It was truly uplifting to witness people from different
faiths singing together, with children dancing to
lively tunes like ‘Super Duper Christmas’ and the
Christian version of ‘Jingle Bells.’

On the evening of December 25th, the Divine Spark

amembers—teenagers, college students,
adults—gathered at 3:30 PM in our St. Anthony’s
Friary church to create a memorable Christmas
experience. To bring the Christmas story to life, a
PowerPoint presentation was displayed in the
church, addressing various questions about Jesus.

Some members explained the beautiful crib to the
guests, detailing the life stories behind each of the
ten stalls that depict the events leading up to the
birth of Jesus Christ. The audience was thrilled to
learn these insights and expressed their gratitude
for the arrival of our Savior. Some members of the
Divine Spark team interacted with guests by

handing out bookmarks that included Bible verses.

It was fascinating to hear that many attendees felt
the verse they received perfectly matched their
specific need for which they were praying. The
presence of the Holy Spirit was palpable among us.

No celebration is complete without treats! Our Parish
generously provided chocolates for all attendees,
and buns were distributed to those in need. The
Christmas Day evangelization wrapped up at 9:15
pm with blessings from our Parish Priest. What a
remarkable day it was! By the end, zeal for

the house of God consumed every member of

Divine Spark member, leaving everyone wishing

for more time together.

The members of Divine Spark truly embodied
generosity, compassion, and the spirit of sharing the
gospel. It was a fulfilling experience to discuss our
faith, the significance of Christ, and His birth,
passion, death, and resurrection with so many.
Indeed, Jesus is the reason for this season.




We extend our heartfelt gratitude to Rev. Fr.
Prashanth Fernandes, our Parish Priest, along with
all the friars and sacristans for their invaluable
support. A big God Bless to all Divine Spark members
for your commitment and enthusiasm. Thank you!

Divine Spark offers a variety of activities for
children, youth, and adults in our Parish. If you feel
inspired to contribute to the Lord's work, consider
joining Divine Spark or reaching out to the Parish
office today. Wishing you and your family a joyful
New Year 2025!




RESGUNO CHOIR.

Welcoming the New Year with Gratitude and Joy

The parish community of St. Anthony’s Friary Church ushered in the New
Year 2025 with a heart full of gratitude and hope through the Thanksgiving
Mass and adoration. A large number of faithful gathered in the church,

reflecting the spirit of unity and devotion that marks this special occasion.

The adoration was beautifully conducted in three languages, led by the
choir, creating a prayerful and uplifting atmosphere. The harmonious blend
of voices and music set the perfect tone for a meaningful spiritual

experience.

A special moment of the evening was the honouring of the Resound Choir,
who were recently awarded in the Carol Singing Competition organized by
the ICYM of the Archdiocese of Bangalore. Their dedication and talent were

recognized, bringing pride and joy to our parish.

As the year 2024 came to a close, the faithful exchanged warm greetings,

bidding farewell to the past year and welcoming the New Year with

blessings, joy, and renewed hope. It was truly a blessed and memorable way
to begin the journey of 2025. May the light of Christ guide us throughout the

year ahead!
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MARIAN MINISTRY

The Marian Ministries team held a vigil prayer meeting December.14 th 2024, at St.

Anthony's Friary Church in Bangalore. The event was graciously permitted by the
Parish Priests, Rev. Fr. Prashant OFM and Rev. Fr. Arokia OFM. Over 180
devotees from the Bangalore, Mysore, Coorg, Bellary, and Vijipura & devana halli,
attended the event, which featured classes on the Word of God, Adoration, the
Holy Mass. with Father Jaunet secretary Bible Commission of Karnataka Bengaluru
. & Br Peter led these sessions Four priests from various religious orders offered
the sacrament of Confession and spiritual counselling in multiple languages,
namely, Kannada, Konkani, Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam, and English, to those
seeking spiritual special assistance .Bro. Kiran led the sacred singing, guiding the
congregation in singing praises and prayers, while Sr. Prathiba and Sr Martha , The
next new year Night Vigil Prayer Meeting is planned for the Second Saturday of the
month, January 11, 2025 at 9:30 PM.
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CHRISTMAS CELEBRATICN AT
_ST._ ANTHGNY'S fRIARY CHURCH

The joyous celebration of Christmas at St. Anthony’s Friary Church was a

spiritual and festive highlight for our parish community. This year, the Vigil

Masses on Christmas Eve witnessed a remarkable turnout, with the church

packed with faithful who came to celebrate the birth of our Savior. The

liturgy was prayerfully and meaningfully celebrated, immersing everyone in

the true spirit of Christmas.

The church campus radiated the joy of the season with its beautiful lights and

decorations. A special highlight this year was the meaningful crib,

thoughtfully designed to depict the humility and simplicity of the Nativity.

The interior of the church was adorned with exquisite decorations that

enhanced the sacred and festive atmosphere. Adding to the splendor was a tall

and majestic Christmas tree, which stood as a symbol of life and hope.

We are immensely grateful to all the volunteers, youth, associations,

decorators, and well wishers who worked tirelessly to make this Christmas

celebration truly memorable. Their dedication and efforts brought alive the

spirit of love, peace, and joy that Christmas represents.

As we celebrated the birth of Christ, we were reminded of the need to let

Jesus be born in our hearts and families, spreading His love and compassion

to everyone around us. May the light of Christ continue to shine in our lives

and guide us in the New Year ahead.
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. On behalf of parish
s clergy and all the
ye religious we wish you %




